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DARIEN — When Bryan
Breneman completed his
tour of duty with the U.S.
Air Force in 1992, jobs were
plentiful for veterans.
Breneman, 42, married with
two sons, ages 4 and 10,
began working in 1996 at
Lear Corp. in Janesville, but
after 12 years with the auto-
mobile-supply company, he
was laid off in
2008.

Like many, he
went back to
school, but even
with a degree and
training, the only
employment
Breneman has
found is work as a machine
operator at Birds Eye Foods
in Darien. While he feels
fortunate to be working, he
continues to seek a new job.

Breneman took advantage
of education benefits offered
to dislocated workers from
Lear to enroll at Blackhawk
Technical College, earning
an associate degree in busi-
ness management in 2010.

“I thought if I had a
degree, I’d do better. Now I
have a degree, and it’s not
making it,” Breneman said.

Breneman also enrolled in
a variety of workshops at
the job center, including
computer skills, resume
writing and mock inter-
views.

“Any education is benefi-
cial,” Breneman said. “You
feel a lot more comfortable
and confident.”

“I want to find a
position that deals
with my degree,”
Breneman said.
“This is not an
industrialized
nation anymore —
it’s more of a service
nation.”

Breneman said he was
more fortunate than other
laid-off workers, because his
wife is a registered nurse,
however, Breneman said the
job market he’s facing now
is much different than 20
years ago.

“Frustrated is a mild
word,” Breneman said of his
experience in seeking
employment. “You fill out a

job application that 600
other people are applying
for.”

The September unemploy-
ment rate in Walworth
County was 7.1 percent,
according to the state
Department of Workforce
Development. In Rock
County, it was 9 percent and
among cities, Beloit had the
highest rate in the state at
12.4 percent.

But the rate among veter-
ans like Breneman, and oth-

ers just returning from serv-
ice in Iraq or Afghanistan, is
higher.

Walworth County
Veterans Service Officer
Chris Jordan believes the
number of veterans looking
for work will continue to
increase as another 10,000
troops are to be withdrawn
from Afghanistan by the end
of the year.

“But remember that
many of those deployed
have (served in the) Guard

and Reserve — who hopeful-
ly had employment when
they were called to active
duty — and employers are
required to allow them to
return to their job,” Jordan
said.

The Bureau of Labor
Statistics recently put the
jobless rate for Wisconsin
veterans at more than 13
percent, and as high as 28
percent for veterans up to

Please see Veterans, page 7
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BATTLING
FOR JOBS

With the unemployment rate for veterans soaring above the average, some find themselves ...

TERRY MAYER/STAFF

Jen Becker, co-owner of Elkhorn Automotive and Tire Center in Elkhorn, is an Army veteran
who has hired several veterans at the business she owns with her husband, Brian. She says
those who have served in the military are generally punctual, reliable civilian employees.
Many of those former military members are struggling to find jobs, though, as the unemploy-
ment rate for veterans is about 13 percent in Wisconsin — and even higher for the youngest
veterans.

Delavan Crossings
Geneva Square
Lake Geneva
McHenry Town Center
Fox Lake Commons
Woodstock
Fox Lake

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

 Steve & Dan – Owners

 145081

 DON’T LOSE YOUR FLEX SPENDING!

 1421 Racine St., Ste. A, Delavan, WI        www.brayorthodontics.com

 Trust your smile to a 
 specialist in braces -

 choose an orthodontist! 
 Visit our website to see why!

 Call Today for a
 FREE EXAM & X-RAYS
 PLUS 5% OFF   EXP. 11/30/11

 No Interest Financing

 Convenient Location
 off Hwy. 43 on Rte. 11

 Most Insurances Accepted

 Easy In-office
 Payment Plans

 (262) 728-1588

 FREE Alignment Check 
 with a Set of TIRES

 ($65.00 VALUE)
 Expires 11/30/11

 91 DEERE RD., ELKHORN WI
 262-723-6263

 www.crosbyautomotive.com

 $50 REBATE
 ON SELECT
 TIRE SET

 Expires 11/30/11  145480

 $ 10  Off $ 10  Off
 $ 20  Off $ 20  Off
 $ 30  Off $ 30  Off

 $ 100**   service

 $ 200**     service

 $ 300**   service
  Coupons Expire 11/30/11    **Does not include tires.

FREE COMMUNITY PAPERwww.communityshoppers.comA Publication • 120 Wright St., Delavan, WI 53115 • (262) 728-3424

INSERTS: • Farm & Fleet • Sentry • Mattress Firm • Stinebrink’s & Frank’s Piggly Wiggly • Menards • Stein Gardens & Gifts*
• Sears* • Shopko* • Pick’n Save-Burlington* • Aldi* • Family Dollar* • Tractor Supply* • Clinton Foods* • Jackson’s Do It Best* *Partial

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Coolant Service
$49.95

Includes 1 Gal. antifreeze
Expires 11/30/2011

Ask About Our
$15.00

Oil Change Package
We service all makes & models

145482
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27
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Stop in to Say Hi
to Rae Scherr,

Service Manager
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for your copy of the 
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        ATTENTION!!!
Your car may be worth

more than you think! We
buy cars & trucks all

conditions, running or
not. 815-338-2800

ALDEN RESALE 
Mattress sets, tin knights,
furniture, leather coats,
 lift chairs, unique items,

 jewelry, bikes. 7 days 9-5 
815-648-4545

website: aldenresale.net

CASH FOR Junk cars,
trucks & farm machinery,
etc. Will pick up and clean

up. 262-949-4495 

Benefit for Walworth
County Homeless Shelter
& Chapel on the Hill Food
Pantry. An Evening with

the Masters, remembering
the music of Frank 

Sinatra, Tony Bennett & 
others, performed by 

John Ludy Puleo. 
Sat, Nov 12th. 

Two shows: 2:00pm &
7:00pm. 

All seats $10. 
Order online

brownpapertickets.com
262-245-9122 or 

from any shelter church
262-215-3451

BEGIN A LIFETIME OF 
MEMORIES

It's not too late to 
Register for FALL classes

   *Irish Step * Hip Hop *
*Tap *Jazz * Modern 

*Ballet * Ballroom
*Lyrical

*Combination Classes
*Music and Voice

Call TODAY
262-728-3017 

For a complete list of
classes or to

 register online
**Harvard Location**
dancefactoryinc.com

Calling all Veterans
HAIR EXPRESSIONS

Cuts $8 
Thank You for Your 

Service 
262-728-8030 
Exp. 5/31/2012

** $275 & up for Autos **
  Free pick-up. 

Licensed by State and
Federal for vehicle pick-up

D & E Auto Parts
262-742-2220  

TOWN OF RICHMOND
Walworth County, WI

Plan Commission 
Meeting

Wed, Nov 9th, 2011 7pm
Town Hall 

W9046 Cty Rd A

AGENDA

1. Call to order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Approval of Agenda
4. Approval of Minutes
5. Public Comment
6. Report of Board Discus-
    sion of Town Land Div-
    ision Ordinance
7. Motion to Adjourn 

Barbara Ceas, WCMC
Town Clerk

Note:  A  quorum  of  the
Town Board may be in at-
tendance  at  this  meeting
for informational purposes.
The  Agenda  is  not  final
until posted.   

Allied Senior Services
Insurance & Investments

    NANCY BLACKMAN
Specializing in Insurance

Products for Seniors
 Call 262-728-2022

.50 COFFEE with 
Breakfast Meal, 5am-8am.
FREE coffee with Pie from

2pm-4pm. 
Friday Night Fish Fry

Westwind Diner 
Hwy 14 & I-43, Darien.

262-882-5515

DEER HUNTERS
10% Off Sale on Deer
Scents, Scent Killers &

other deer hunting gear.
Lakeside Bait & Tackle

3542 State Rd 50 Delavan
across from Delavan Lake

boat launch.
www.lakesidebait.com

Denise Schutt/Wincapaw
Benefit

Saturday, Nov 12, 2011
Darien Legion Hall 

Pig Roast
Raffle, Auction and 

Entertainment
Dinner at 4pm

Adults $10 
Kids 12 – under $5
**Donations Call**

Red at 608-201-9230
All proceeds will go to
Denise who has Lou

Gehrig's disease (ALS)
for further info call Donna

262-728-9433

HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR
Friday, Nov 18th

10:30am to 3:00pm

LAKELAND HEALTH 
CARE CENTER 

W1922 CTY RD NN
ELKHORN, WI 

FREE ADMISSION

ABANDONED 
PROPERTY SALE 

Pursuant to statute the 
following contents of 

self-storage will be sold
NOV 12, 2011, 10am
Genoa City Storage
Hwy H & Darling Rd

Genoa City, WI

DANIELLE DESMONIE
Unit #119

Misc. Household 

RICHARD SKIPPER JR.
UNIT #272

Bike and Misc. Furniture.

ROBERT ZUMPANO
UNIT #233

Fishing Poles & Misc.
Household

RAYMOND ZWIEFKA
UNIT #28

Table Saw & Sander,
Misc. Tools.

This sale may be canceled
or postponed without 

notice. Published
10/26/11 & 11/02/11

262-279-6885

FISH FRY ALL YOU CAN
EAT WHITE FISH $6.95 

WED & FRI NITE 
DINE IN ONLY

Lake Perch & Walleye
$7.95. Taco Tuesdays

$1.50 + Daily Specials. 
Sodas $1. Serving 
11:30 am to 9 pm.  

Off The Rail Bar & Grill
Downtown Sharon, WI.

Carryouts. 262-736-3000

HELPERS IN 
HARMONY

Sunday Nov 6th

at 7pm

First Baptist Church of
Delavan

212 South Main 

An evening of music to
aid the Delavan Food

Pantry and the Delavan
Human Concerns 

Committee. Admission 
is a non-perishable food
item. Free will offering
taken during concert.
Childcare provided. 

 Refreshments 
 following concert. 

FOR the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God

is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Romans 6:23

* Tom Dace *
262-745-2436

CLOCK REPAIR
Bruce Reynolds 
262-723-2110

DEB'S FISH FRY
All you can eat $8.95

Fried Cod Friday's 
11:30 am to 8 pm

Carry-Outs Welcome
 DEB'S COUNTRY CAFE

Hwy X - 1 Block
 E of Hwy 14 in Darien 

Next to Ice Cream Shoppe
 Daily Specials

Farm Fresh Eggs
 

Fresh Meats 
262-882-DEBS (3327)

            
Come help

HAZEL BREWER 
 Celebrate her
90th Birthday!

Sun, Nov 13th, 1-4pm
Greenie's Club House

2nd St Delavan. 

*****************

VETERAN'S DAY
Is a time of tribute,

remembrance, patriotism 
and gratitude.

CSI is proud to honor our
Veterans in our 

November 9th edition of
the Walworth County
Shopper Advertiser. 

Don't miss this opportunity
to honor and thank our

Vets! Call today 
to find out how your 

business can sponsor an  
ad on the page,

 call Jill or Dorie at 
262-728-3424

Deadline to place your ad is
Monday, November 7, 10am.

KITTENS 
friendly, dewormed, litter

trained $20. 262-325-7425

Gold $1700.00oz(11/1)  
Silver $33.15oz(11/1)

Buying all jewelry/coins
Sell direct to a refiner
No middleman fees

See our ad in this paper
Wisconsin Precious

Metal Refining Services
262-492-5334

CHINESE CRESTED 
puppies, male & female. 

 $200. 815-943-5673

AKC TOY POODLE 
PUPPIES, 10 weeks old.

1st shots, both males.
262-736-9259 

JACK RUSSELL
TERRIER PUPS, to good

homes. 12 weeks,.
815-648-2323

10 WEEK OLD black Lab
male puppy, 1st shots,

AKC paper. 262-749-6711

AKITA PUPPIES $1,200.
3 females & 3 males.

Ready for good homes
Nov 26th. Both parents are
registered. 608-207-9533

AKC BRITTANY pups, 
1 male, 1 female, liver &

white. Champion 
bloodlines, family raised,

$600 each. 
Call 815-275-1155 

www.rock
hollowhuntclub.com

WANTED: CRAFTERS 
For Holiday Craft Fair on

Sat, Nov 19th 
at Reek School. 

Contact Connie at 
262-725-6667 or 

262-248-4120

Walworth Immanuel UCC
TURKEY DINNER

Sat, Nov 12, 4-7pm
111 Fremont St, Walworth

(across from the
grade school)

Eat-in family style:
$9.00. Ages 4-8, $4.00.

Under 4 free. Drive
through carry-outs $9.50.

Live entertainment-
”Before Eight”

FOUND: Young male
“tuxedo” cat, area of

Hwy O and Hazel Ridge
Rd, about 10/20/11.

Very friendly, please call
if you're missing him!

 262-728-3100

Ketchpaw's Barber Shop
$10.00 Regular Hair Cuts
Men – Women – Children

262-723-3215

TURKEY DINNER
November 5th, 4-7pm

Christ Lutheran Church
228 Martin St, Sharon

Adults $9.00
 Children 5-12, $5 

Under 5 FREE

REG BORDER COLLIE 
& AUSSIE PUPPIES, cute,

great family pet, parents
on site, ready to go,
 920-723-5135 or

 920-723-9811

SWEET 17
CASANDRA JENSEN

            Love always,
Dad

SURPRISE Open House
for Nancy Nordmeyer's

75th birthday. Nov 6, 2011,
11 am to 2 pm,

Emmanuel Church of
Christ, 111 Fremont St,

Walworth WI, 

 THANK YOU
 Matt & Zack, for helping

with straddled car on Voss
Rd. on Oct 24. You went
above what most people

would do. Bless you 

VAN'S ANTIQUES
November Blow-out Sale

20% off everything
No exceptions

N1937 Hwy 14, Walworth
Hrs: Fri - 1-5pm,

 Sat - 11-5pm
262-215-1935

South Shore Bar & Grill
Friday Night Fish Fry 

12pm - 9pm
$10.95

W6763 South Shore Dr.
Delavan, WI

262-725-6681

ATTENTION HUNTERS:
Annual Rifle Sight-In

Sun, November 6, 2011 

DELAVAN 
SPORTSMENS CLUB,
(County P North) Raffle

tickets $1 each or $5 for 6.
Need not be present to
win. 1st prize $650 cash,

2nd prize $450 cash. Draw-
ing at 3:30 pm. Shooting

9-4pm. (Rifle range, skeet
& trap). Non members 

require daily membership
$5. Yearly membership for
2012 will be available $35.

Rain date 11/13/11

SHELTER FOR MEN
Walworth Co. 

Emergency Homeless
Shelter 262-903-WARM

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
Mound Road 
Mini Storage 

1756 Mound Road
 Delavan, WI  

 Sat, Nov 19, 2011 
9 am

Unit #96
Bruce Spooner

Unit #67
George Breber

 Household, TV, tools, 
furniture, appliances,

misc items. 

May be postponed

Michael Allan Long, Jr.
1997-1999

 Still Safe In Jesus's Arms.

SHIPPING SERVICES
PACKING SUPPLIES
HDL Moving & Storage

in Elkhorn has UPS 
pick-up service as well as

 carriers for unusual &
over-sized items.

www.HDLMoves.com
W4191 Hwy 11, Elkhorn,

262-723-5774

    IS YOUR BUSINESS
tired of Paying High

 Processing Fees for 
Credit/Debit Cards?

Let Me Help –
 Local Resident for Over

40 Years!
We Can Beat 

Your Current Rates! 
Free Terminal

 Programs. Up to $295
 Current Contract Buyout!

Member of BBB.
 815-354-7817 
ask for Barb. 

CHRISTMAS 
IN THE COUNTRY

Saturday, Nov 5th, 2011
9am-3pm

W6721 Quinney Rd,
Elkhorn, WI 

Join us to start your 
holiday shopping early:

Tastefully Simple, 31 Gifts,
Scentsy, Pampered Chef, 

Celebrating Home, 
Handmade Jewelry - Ruby

Dragon Designs, Bows
Blankets and Beyond,

Stampin' Up! & Handmade
Ornaments & Décor. 

Take Wright St North from 
Delavan, cross Hwy 11, go

approx. 3 miles on Hwy
O/Sugar Creek Rd, 
turn left on Quinney. 
Small holiday gift for 

the first 20 guests.
Call 262-949-2162 for 

further directions.

HOLIDAY AFFAIR
CRAFT SHOW

Sat, Nov 12, 9am-3pm
Walworth Co Fairgrounds,

Monte Carlo room,
Elkhorn Middle school 

& High school.   
 Admission $2.00 for all 

Elkhorn Self Storage LLC
N 4327 Cty Hwy H,
Elkhorn, WI 53121
Tel: 866-594-9525

Sale date: Sat,
 Nov 12, 2011 at 10AM

Unit#61- Kathy Donovan -
Rhythm player (El Camino
163), tables, bags of stuff,
TV, vacuum,chairs, lamps.

Unit#65 - Consuelo
Valdez - Plywood panels,
¼ inch paneling, cabinets,
chairs, Christmas decora-
tions, fishing equipment,
typewriter, tools, tables.

Unit#67 - Diaza Morales -
Player, tables, TV, pic-

tures, lamps, bags of stuff.

Unit#89 - Heriberto Silva -
Baldwin auto rhythm play-
er, vacuum, flat carts, TV,
metal shelves, high chairs,

alum. ladder, speakers,
microwave.

Unit#52 - James Do-
moleczny - Wood frame &

head board, speakers,
clock, GE freezer, 

furniture.

Unit#46 - David Doerge -
Bed frames, metal futon
bed, nice furniture, crib,
chairs, tools, decorative

lamps.

BINGO
Delavan American Legion

Thursday, Nov 10th
6:30 Session

NOVEMBER 6, 2011
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Veterans find
competition for

good jobs
remains tough

PAGE 2

MARGARET DOWNING
FOR THE STATELINE NEWS

OVES PARK — For the United
States, war clouds loomed dark
and heavy by the late 1930s. And
like many young men of his gen-
eration, Fred Ohr was determined
to serve his country.

As the son of Korean parents,
however, the obstacles to realizing
his dream at times seemed insur-
mountable. But determination
and a little bit of luck along the
way made all the difference. 

By the time the war
ended, Ohr would be decorated as
the country’s lone World War II
Korean-American ace
fighter pilot.

Ohr, now 92 and a
retired dentist living in
Loves Park, was born in
1919, growing up on a
small truck farm in the
Boise, Idaho, basin.

“At a very young age,
I observed one of the
first U.S. air mail flights to Boise,
and from that day on, a passion
developed within me that one day
I would fly one of those
machines,” Ohr remembers.

“If your desire is great enough,”
his mother would tell him, “some

day it will happen.” 
Ohr’s parents, Wanda and Wan

Ju, had met and married in
Korea. They fled their homeland
to escape a puppet government
run by the Japanese, arriving at
different times in the United
States before meeting and settling
down.

War definitely was on the hori-
zon by the time Ohr was a senior
in high school. “In 1938, I took a
wild chance by enlisting in the
116th Cavalry, Idaho National
Guard, figuring when the draft
came that I wouldn’t have to reg-
ister,” Ohr said.

In late fall 1940, he was sent to
Fort Francis E. Warren in

Cheyenne, Wyo., and was
able to finish his first two
years of college, becoming
a radio communication
sergeant along the way.

A stroke of luck — or
fate — would come into
play at Fort Warren that
would open the door to his
dream of flying. 

One of Ohr’s fellow soldiers, a
young man by the name of Leon,
signed up for the aviation cadet
physical, and invited Ohr to comeTERRY MAYER/STAFF

Fred Ohr relied on his own determination, along with a little bit of luck, to
become one of the United States’ top fighter pilots in World War II.

WAR STORY

Please see Ohr page 8

Korean-American defied the odds
to become ace fighter pilot

L
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Veterans Day
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 – Trusted since 1873
 – Luncheon room with full-service kitchen onsite
 – Formal funeral chapel
 – Over 10,000 square feet for your family
 – Outstanding personal service
 – Scattering garden located behind facility

 Visit us on
 Facebook

 Based on availability.  144521

 COUPON

 Legacy Inn & Suites
 5910 Technology Drive, South Beloit, IL  61080
 (815) 389-4211

NOVEMBER 9, 2011

EXPO IS ALL ABOUT WOMEN/P4

FREE SUB!

coupon, per customer, per visit. May not be combined with other offers, coupons or discount cards. Coupon must be surrendered with 
purchase. ©2011 Doctor’s Associates Inc. SUBWAY® is a registered trademark of Doctor’s Associates Inc. LAY’S and LAY’S Logo
are trademarks owned by Frito-Lay North America, Inc. All rights reserved.

Buy any 6" sub, chips and a 21 oz. drink  
at regular price, and get a regular 6" sub 
of equal or lesser price FREE!

Valid only at the following  
SUBWAY® locations: 
2634 Prairie Avenue, Beloit, WI 53511
260 Shirland Avenue, Beloit, WI 53511
2750 Milwaukee Road, Beloit, WI 53511
1402 Liberty Avenue, Beloit, WI 53511

144336

Offer expires November 30, 2011

 14
42

98 534 W. Grand Ave., Beloit, WI • 608-751-2184 • 1-877-364-1965 • www.beloitauction.com 

 Richard Ranft, CAI, GPPA, AARE
 Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer #237
 Registered Illinois  Auctioneer #441.001071

 Bill Perkins, GPPA, CAI
 Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer #1956

 Registered Illinois Auctioneer #441.00964

 Call us today to get the results you want!

 We can put a  We can put a  SOLD
 in front of your property in front of your property

 TODAY! TODAY!
 Your Property deserves the attention Your Property deserves the attention
 & experience of our professionals! & experience of our professionals!

 JA
NESVILLE  SOLD IN 7 MIN.

 KING STREET

 BELOIT
 SOLD IN 9 MIN.

 CARROLL ROAD

 BELOIT
 SOLD IN 6 MIN.

 JACKSON STREET

 BELOIT
 SOLD IN 2 MIN.

 PRAIRIE

 BELOIT
 SOLD IN 4 MIN.

 LINCOLN COURT

 BELOIT
 SOLD IN 11 MIN.

 SPRING CREEK

 ROCKFORD
 SOLD IN 6 MIN.

 WILLIAMSBURG

 SO. B
ELOIT

 SOLD IN 8 MIN.

 WHITTEMORE

 BELOIT
 SOLD IN 7 MIN.

 WHITE OAKS

 SO. B
ELOIT  SOLD IN 6 MIN.

 RAVINE

 BELOIT
 SOLD IN 9 MIN.

 AVON COURT

 BELOIT
 SOLD IN 12 MIN.

 PARTRIDGE

 FOR
 SALE

November 9, 2011

 144249

 2701 N. Pontiac Drive, Janesville, WI 53545
 608-758-4380

 www.firstccu.com

 First Community Credit Union is a financial 
 cooperative serving anyone who lives or works 
 in Rock County. We are a full-service financial 
 institution offering mortgages, personal loans, 
 VISA credit cards, FREE checking accounts, 

 First $500,000 of loans, rates as low as .99%APR *

 Doors open November 12 at 9am  First Come, First Served.

 LOAN SALE
 November 12 ONLY,

 be first in line to
 get the best rate!

 First come,
 First served.
 Doors open at 9 am Doors open at 9 am

 Get Here Early! Get Here Early!

 *  .99% APR applies to the first $500,000 of loans issued on November 12, 2011. Not valid on loans alr eady financed at FCCU. Valid on 2005 or 
 newer models only. Normal terms apply. Minimum credit score of 670 required to qualify. See www.firs tccu.com for complete details or contact the 
 credit union 1-800-828-5923. Not valid on real estate loans.

 Friday, November 11th   
 • 10am Ribbon Cutting • 11am FREE Hot Dogs, Chips and Pop
 • Live WJVL Remote 11-1
 • Gift Card Giveaways ALL DAY!!!
 • Register to win an autographed Aaron Rodgers

 or Ryan Braun jersey!!!

 Aaron Aaron
 Rodgers Rodgers

 Ryan Ryan
 Braun Braun

 FREE debit cards, homebanking, FREE billpay and more.
 Bauer 5-Star Rated 12 consecutive years.

 *Secured loans only. Not valid on real estate loans.

 144332

BY RICK WEST

STAFF WRITER

JANESVILLE — When Bryan
Breneman completed his tour of
duty with the U.S. Air Force in
1992, jobs were plentiful for veter-
ans. Breneman, 42, married with
two sons, ages 4 and 10, began
working in 1996 at Lear Corp. in
Janesville. But after 12 years with
the automobile-supply company,
he was laid off in 2008.

“My wife and I could see it com-
ing way in
advance,”
Breneman said
of the closing of
the Lear facility
in Janesville. 

Breneman
said he was
more fortunate
than other laid-
off workers, because his wife is a
registered nurse. However,
Breneman said the job market he’s
facing now is much different than
20 years ago.

“Frustrated is a mild word,”
Breneman said of his experience
in seeking employment. “You fill
out a job application that 600
other people are applying for.”

The September unemployment
rate in Rock County was 9 per-
cent, according to the state
Department of Workforce
Development. Among cities, Beloit
had the highest rate in the state

at 12.4 percent.
But the rate among veterans

like Breneman and others just
returning from service in Iraq or
Afghanistan is higher.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics
recently put the jobless rate for
Wisconsin veterans at more than

13 percent, and as high as 28 per-
cent for veterans up to age 24.

An increased number of veter-
ans are getting job-seeking help at
Wisconsin Job Center offices, too.

“It’s been a steady increase over
the years,” Gary Meyer said about
the number of veterans to whom

job centers have provided help.
Meyer is the Region 2 supervisor
in the Office of Veterans Services
for the Wisconsin Department of
Workforce Development.

Through September, more than

BATTLING FOR A JOB
COVER STORY

See Veterans, page 8
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Veterans employment representative Charles Jones, right, helps veteran Bryan Breneman at the Rock County Job
Center in Janesville. Breneman, an Air Force veteran, became unemployed in 2008, and utilizing educational and train-
ing opportunities through Blackhawk Technical College and the job center, earned an associate’s degree in business
management in 2010. 
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